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Date 
To 

Of 
Fax 



March 1,2005 

Examiner Shih Wen HSIEH 
Group Art Unit: 2861 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

703 672-9306 



FAX 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAR 0 1 2005 



From 
Subject 
Our Ref 



Jason C. Beckstead, Reg. No. 48,232 

Request for Return of Initialed PTO/SB/08 Forms 

Q76665 Your Ref 



USSN 10/624,610 



Pages 1 1 

(including cover sheet) 



Please call attention to problems with this transmission by return fax or telephone. Thank you. 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION IS CONFIDENTIAL, MAY BE ATTOKNEY*CLIENT PRIVILEGED, AND IS 
INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE ADDRESSEE. UNAUTHORIZED USE, DISCLOSURE OR COPYING IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED AND MAY BE UNLAWFUL. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY 

NOTIFY US. 



In re application of 
KANAYA, MUNEHIDE, et aJ. 
Appln. No.: 10/624.610 
Confirmation No.: 7601 
Filed: July 23, 2003 



Docket No: Q76665 

Group Art Unit: 2861 
Examiner: Shih Wen HSIEH 



For: FLUSHING POSITION CONTROLLER INCORPORATED IN INK-JET RECORDING APPARATUS 
AND FLUSHING METHOD USED FOR THE SAME 



PAPERS ENTITLED: 



1) Request for Return of Initialed PTO/SB/08 Forms 1 page 

2) Copy of IDS filed July 23, 2003 4 pages 

3) Copy of IDS filed May 18, 2004 5 pages 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that the above identified correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office this ! si day of March, 2005. . 
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PATENT APPLICATION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Docket No: Q76665 



KANAYA, MUNEHIDE, et al. 
Appln.No.: 10/624,610 
Confirmation No.: 7601 
Filed: July 23, 2003 



^ RECEIVED 
CEWT * Ai -*X CENTER 

MAR 0 1 2005 



Group Art Unit: 2861 
Examiner Shin Wen HSIBH 



For: FLUSHING POSITION CONTROLLER INCORPORATED IN INK-JET RECORDING 
APPARATUS AND FLUSHING METHOD USED FOR THE SAME 

REQUEST FOR RETURN OF INITIALED PTO/SB/08 FORMS 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Sir: 

As shown by the copies of the (dated and stamped) filing receipt herewith enclosed, 
Applicant filed Information Disclosure Statements on July 23, 2003 and on May 1 8, 2004. To date 
the Examiner has not provided an initialed copy of the noted Information Disclosure Statements 
(although listed as an attachment, the PTO/SB/08 for the IDS filed on May 18, 2004 was not 
actually attached to the Office Action of October 7, 2004) The Examiner is hereby respectfully 
requested to acknowledge receipt of the Information Disclosure Statements filed on July 23, 2003 
and May 18, 2004 by initialing and returning copies of Form PTO/SB/08 (which is a substitute form 
for the 1449 form). A copy of each of the noted Information Disclosure Statements is enclosed. 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (650)625-8100 
Facsimile: (650) 625-81 10 

MOUNTAIN VIEWOlTlCE 

23493 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Respectfully submitted, 



JasonC, Beckstead 
Refeistration No. 48,232 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

1 hereby certify that this REQUEST FOR RETURN OF INITIALED 
PTO/SB/08 FORMS is being facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office this 1st day of March, 2005. ^ 

Sl/l T- — 



Mariann Tarn 



Date: March 1, 2005 
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REQUEST OF EARLY NOTIFICATION SERIAL NUMBER 



Inventors): Munehide KANAYA Kazuhiko KARA, Shigcnori FUKASAWA, 
Atsushi KOBAYASHI, and Kazimaga SUZUKI 

Title: FLUSHING POSITION CONTROLLER INCORPORATED IN INK- 
JET RECORDING APPARATUS AND FLUSHING METHOD USED FOR 
THE SAME 

AttyDoc.tt Q76665 Client NOT CORPORATION 

Filing Date; M Oa^J m # Spec/Absi: SZ£1 Claims: £ 

# Dwg. Sheets: 22 Decl copy Prelim Amdt ^ 

IDS/Prior An: PrDoc: in prior appln. 09/747.930 Asgmt: in prior 
appln. 09/747.930 Feet $75Q 

□ Check Attached □ Charge w Deposit* 19-4880 Atty/Sec: GB/cml 
SERIAL NO.: CONFNO.: sO I 
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PATENT APPLICATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of Docket No: Q7666S 

KANAYA, MUNEHIDE, et al. 
Appln. No.: Continuation of U.S. 

Application No. 09/747,930 Group Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 

Confirmation No.: Not Yet Assigned Examiner. Not Yet Assigned 

Filed: My 23, 2003 

For: FLUSHING POSITION CONTROLLER INCORPORATED IN INK-JET RECORDING 
APPARATUS AND FLUSHING METHOD USED FOR THE SAME 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT FILED 
UNDER 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 1.98 

it H Z 3 2003 

Commissioner for Patents J u L 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- 1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1.56, Applicant hereby notifies 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) form which are all the references of recoid in parent Application 
No. 09/747,930. Applicant is not submitting duplicate copies of these references but requests 
that they be listed on the face of any patent granted on the above Application. (See 
37 CFR § 1.98(d)). Copies of any cited copending Applications, if not previously submitted, are 
being submitted herewith. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present Application. Applicant does not 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Continuation of U.S. Application No. 09/747,930 



Q76665 



waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present Application. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202)293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 



George Brieger 
Registration No. 52,652 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: July 23, 2003 



PAGE 5/11 1 RCVD AT 3(1/2005 2:36:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DN&8729306 * CSID:650 625 8110 1 DURATION (mm-ss):02-38 



• MAR-01-2005 11:53 SUGHRUE MI ON 650 625 8110 P. 06 



MODIFIED PTD/SB/08 A & B (0^03) 



Substitute for Form 1445 A & ROTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


complete if Known 


Application Number 


Not Yet Assigned 


Confirmation Number 


Not Yet Assigned 


Filing Date 


July 23, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Mimehide KANAYA 


Art Unit 


Not Yet Assigned 


Examiner Name 


Not Yet Assigned 


Sheet I 1 | of | 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


076665 i 



{ US. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


ate 

No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD*YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Number 


Kiwi Code* 

Of known) 






US 5,896,143 




04-20-1999 


MATSUI, et al. 






US 5,997,128 




12-7-1999 


LOU,etal. 






US 5.726,692 j 




03-10-1998 


YAMAGUCHI. et al. ! 






US 6,312,089 


Bl 


11-6-2001 


IMAI 






US 5,793.388 




08-1M998 


MARTINSON, et al. 






US 5,717.445 




02-HM998 


KlDA^etal. 






US 6,257.696 


81 


7-10-2001 


NAKAMURA 






US 












US 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYV 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Transition* 


Country 
CooV 


Number 4 


Kind Code* 

(\fknowfl) 






EP 


0 744 294 


Al 


11-1996 


TAKASHI, et al. 








JP 


403227658 


A 


10-1991 


HIRAKUE, et al. 





































































































































































NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 1 * 


ate 

No- 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), dtfa or ihe artlcta (whan appropriate), Ode of Lbe hem (boob, mafl**ta*» 
Journal, jymposhjoj, cwtofu tve-h date, pajteOX vohmc-l&suc Dumber^), paMkher. cllj, and/or country where published. 


Translailon* 




















































Examiner Signature 


Date Considered 



'EXAMINER: I»iaalSfie£sreiceeua$idBied. whiter or not duUoo is m coiifbrraancc with MPEP 609. Draw Une through citation if not in coiifonnance and not considered, include copy of 
ihra form with oaxi communication to applicant 

'Appficaot'i unique crtttion designation number (opiioaal). Hee Kind Cooes of USPTO Patent Docnmcnn ax www.uspcn_gov T MFEP 901.04 or in the comment bo* of Ehh document , EnttJ 
Office thai iiiued ihe document by the two-letter code (WBO Standard ST. 3). Mpaneie pateol documenti, the bricadoe cf ifo year of the reign of the Emperor muji precede the icrial 
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FILING RECEIPT 
PLEASE BATE STAMP AND RETURN TO US » BOX 235X 



Group Art Unit: 2861 
Examiner HSIEH, SH3H WEN 




In re application of 
KANAYA, MUNEHTOE, et d. 
Appln.Na: HV624.610 
Confirmation Na: 7601 
Filed: July 23, 2003 

For FLUSHING POSITION CONTROLLER INCORPORATED IN INK-JET RECORDING 
APPARATUS AND FLUSHING METHOD USED FOR THE SAME 

PAPER(S) FILED ENTITLED: 

1. Information Disclosure Statement (with a copy of Communication 
from a foreign patent office, references and PTO/SB/08 A & B 
(modified)) . 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202)293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



DOCKET NO.: Q76665 
ATTORNEY/SEC GKR/cdk 
Date Filed: May 18,2004 
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PATENT APPLICATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Docket No: Q76665 

KANAYA, MUNBHIDE, et al. 

Appln.No.: 10/624,610 Group Art Unit: 2861 

Confirmation No.: 7601 Examiner: HSIEH, SHIH WEN 

Filed: July 23, 2003 

For. FLUSHING POSITION CONTROLLER INCORPORATED IN INK-JET RECORDING 
APPARATUS AND FLUSHING METHOD USED FOR THE SAME 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CRR.8S 1.97 and 1.98 

Commi ssioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, Applicants hereby 
notify the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) form and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
material to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

One copy of each of the listed documents, other than any U.S. patents and patent 
publications, is submitted herewith. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 
months from the application's filing date; (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action 
on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action after 
filing a request for continued examination (RCE) under §1.114, and therefore, no Statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R, § l.l7(p) is required. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicants enclose herewith a copy of a Communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart application citing such documents, together with an 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
US, Appln. No.: 

English-language version (if not already included) of at least that portion of the Communication 
indicating the degree of relevance found by the foreign patent office, 

Enclosed is a copy of a Japanese Office Action issued on February 24, 2004, with respect 
to one of the priority applications of the above application. In the Japanese Office Action, the 
Examiner cited the following references and related arts. 



Dl: 


JP-A- 10-226090 


D2: 


JP-A-1-196348 


D3: 


JP-A-6-1 15097 


D4: 


JP-A-9-067530 


Rl: 


JP-A-10-278:i04 


R2; 


JP-A-1 1-078038 


R3: 


JP-A-9-234888 


R4: 


JP-A-10-076677 



As for references Dl to D4, and Rl to R3, Applicant does not believe that they arc 
relevant to the claims of the present application. 

With respect to reference R4, a complete English translation of the document is being 
submitted herewith, and therefore no concise explanation for such document is required. 

The submission of the listed document is not intended as an admission that such 
document consticutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove the 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 



2 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

U.S. AppJn.No.: 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880, Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. A duplicate copy QMSs)paper is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION 7 PLLC Grant K. Rowa 

Telephone: (202)293-7060 Registration No. 41,278 

Facsimile: (202)293-7860 

WASHINGTON CFFTCB 

23373 

customer number 

Date: May 18, 2004 



3 
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« ' rrmuthUOJ PTQ/saw A & B (06-03) 



Substitute for Form 1449 A A B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Complete Known 


Application Number 


10/624,610 


Confirmation Number 


7601 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Filing Date 


July 23,2003 


( use as many sheets as necessary) 


First Named Inventor 


KANAYA, MUNEHIDE 


Art Unit 


2861 


Examiner Name 


HSIEH, SHIHWEN 


Sheet | 1 | of | 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


Q76665 



US. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


CltB 

No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MMDD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of QXteA Document 


Number 


Kind Code* 

(if known) 






US 












US 












US 












US 












US 












US 












US 












us 












us 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS j 


Evoittlow 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Translation* 


Country 


Number* 


Kind Code 9 






JP 


10-76677 








Yes 





















































































































































































NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Fynmlrw 
Initials* 


ate 

No. 1 


Include ouoe of the author 0* CAPITAL LETTERS), tfUcafihr ankle (when appropriate), title or lac item (Dock, maeaztae, 
jouraai, satol, Ajmposlnm, mido*, etc), date, f*&(t.\ TehuM-h*™ m*rohw<*), publisher, city, ind/or country where puDItehtd. 


Translation* 



















































| Examiner Signature 









■EXAMINER: Initial if reference COfridcred, wbefter or DM eharion u ia c^onaaaec wiO> MPEP 609. Draw foe dwjorti ciiBUCO. If dot in coafonnince end not considered. Include copy 0/ 
flu* form with text conunuueuioo to ipphcmL 

l AfpBcM'> unique dwioo dcttenrife) number (opdonal). "See Kind CoOei of USPTO Patent Documeoij n www.wpio.gov. MPEP 901.04 or in 0» amftecnl boxafihix dnenmaL J ErEC/ 
Office thai the document by d* two-kner «dc (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 'For Japanese patent documtna. ine LulIc«iOrt of (be year of Iha reipi of the Emperor most precede the sc^Ui 
cm**e*r of the patent document. 'KJod of doeunui by ihe aj^roprtate synfcob as indicated 00 Ow documeot uoder WIPO Standard ST. 16 If pouible, * Applicant is to mllicttc here if English 
wujwec Trans liii oo il attached. 
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